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F R O M  T H E  O U T G O I N G  P R E S

The t rave lers  have returned and,  a  s
much fun as i t  is  to  t rave l ,  i t ' s  good to
be home.  We drove the RV to  Phoenix ,
then went  a i rborne to  Mazat lan,  Mexico
fo r  a  week  o f  square  danc ing ,  s igh t
see ing ,  and  jo in ing  i n  the  fun  o f  Mard i
Gras.  Did you ever  square dance in  a
pool with your clothes on??? We did.

Upon our return to phoenix, we headed
eas t  to  Mesa  where  we  met  up  w i th
n ine other  couples f rom the Raf ter
Rockers.  Af ter  two weeks of  square
danc ing ,  h i k ing ,  exp lo r ing ,  shopp ing ,
and of course eating, we left  for the
Bakers f i e ld  F ies ta .  a  t ru l v  fun
weekend of  danc ing.

What  can you say,  wi thout  repeat ing
yourse l f ,  abou t  C i r cus  C i r cus?  l t  i s  ,
w i thout  a  doubt ,  one of  the best  p lus
hoedowns there is. The cornbined Club
effort  to put l t  al l  together for a most
successfu l  par ty  is  commendable.
Thanks to  a l l  o f  you,  and a spec ia l
thanks to Lenny and Glenn for the
overa l l  organizat ion of  the event ,  and
to Tasha and Lee for keeping up the
t rad i t ion of  a  wel l  organized k i tchen.
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There are a couple of  issues the Board
has discussed that effect al l  of the
c lub members.  One is  incorporat ion.  In
these t imes,  we fee l  incorporat ion is
impor tant  as a safeguard to  protect
the ind iv idual  c lub members f  rom
being sued. Every member of a
non- incorporated organizat ion may
become a l i t igant  in  the event  o f  a
lawsu i t .  To  inco rpo ra te  requ i res
f  i l l i ng  ou t  va r ious  fo rms  and  f  i l i n  g
them with the Secretary of State. The
f i l i ng  fee  i s  $30 .00 .  S ince  we  a l ready
have our  Federa l  and State tax
exempt ions,  the incorporat ion papers
should be eas i ly  obta ined.

The Club By Laws are in  the process of
be ing up-dated,  pr imar i ly  to  remove
verb iage that  no longer  appl ies.  When
this task is completed, the proposed
changes wi l l  be submi t ted to  you for
approval .

We want to thank the outgoing board
members for  a  job wel l  done,  the i r
support,  sense of humor, and
dedicat ion.  Each one d id  the i r  duty
ef f ic ient ly  and product ive ly .  l t  has
been reward inq to  work wi th  such a
great group.

If)S GATOS, C:\



The new board, with Lenny and Glenn as
Pres ident ,  have taken over  and we wish
them the very best.  I  know they wi l l  get
the same support and cooperat ion that
you gave us.

l t  has been a great year and we have
enloyed serving as president.

Again, THANK yOU ONE AND ALL. Don't
forget to support the local dances . .  .
they are fun and they need al l  the
support they can get.

Frank & Bet tey

C A L L E R S  C O R N E R

Dear Raf ter  Rockers,

Wel l  we seemed to  have bounced around
th is  last  month and the end is  probably
not  in  s ight  as we wi l l  have to  go to  our
summer home shor t ly .

The 4th weekend in  Apr i l  saw a d iv ided
group of Rafter Rockers as some went
to Reno and some went to the West
Coast  Jamboree.  I 'm sure that  a l l  had a
good t ime wherever they wound up.

May l  s t  was my unc le 's  gsth b i r thday
so I  made a t r ip  to  Montana to  cefebrate
this event and for a proposed "pow
Wow", however due to a death on the
reservation that week, the Pow wow
was cancel led and we sett led for a
b i r thday d inner  wi th  about  g0 guests .  l t
was nice to see old fr iends again.

From June 20th thru July 4th Chris and
I  wi l l  be vacat ion ing.  The 1st  week,  on

a cruise to Alaska wi th Jerry Junck
and our family and fr iends, then on to
Arlee Montana for the celebration of
the 100th Anniversary pow Wow. This
being the event that i t  iS, they Do Not
cancel for any reason.

Unt i l  nex t  t ime.
Ken

B A K E R S F I E L DF I E S T A  v i a  M E S A
A R I Z O N A

On February 28th,  a  7- r ig  RV caravan
of  in t rep id  Raf ter  Rockers set  out  for
Mesa Ar izona wi th  in termediate s tops
a t  Bakers f i e ld  and  Ind io .  Th is  j o l l y
group,  compr ised of  the Barnes,
Berrys,  Buschs,  den Broeders,
DePa lmos ,  Marsha l l s ,  and  Wi l sons ,
ro l led in to  Mesa on March ?nd and
were greeted by Frank & Bet tey who
had already gotten spaces assigned so
that we were al l  located pretty much
together .  A day or  two la ter  we were
joined by the Boyles and the
McCle l lands to  br ing our  headcount  to
an even 20. Some of the group had
spent  t ime in  Mesa in  prev ious years,
but  for  many of  us i t  was the f i rs t
t ime,  and we were might ly  impressed.
The square dance opportunit ies were
near ly  un l imi ted.  There are Zg RV
rescr ts  in  Mesa/Apache Junct ion that
offer square and/or round dance
classes,  workshops,  and dances,  wi th
levels running from mainstream to C3.
On a typical day, you had the choice of
two or three workshops in the
morning, more workshops in the
afternoon, and six to eight di f ferent
dances at night depending on what



I n  add i t i on
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levels you dance. Also, the l ineup of
cal lers was qui te impressive and
included Daryl  Clendenin,  Randy
Dougherty, Dee Dee Dougherty Lott ie,
Wade Dr iver,  Bob Fisk,  Bi l l  Haynes,  Jerry
Junck, Dan Nordby, and Mike Sikorsky. On
Fr iday nights,  Randy Dougherty even
served root-beer f loats at  h is dance.

the meal I enjoyed most was the
outstanding tr i-t ip barbeque and
pot luck that  we had at  our r igs.

We were  a l so  v i s i t ed  by  two  ex -Ra f te r
Rocker  ccupiet  -  Jerry  & Judy Smi th
who many of  you wi l l  remember,  and
Chr is  & Rober ta  Baer t  who were RR's
many years ago before they moved to
Ar izona.  Jerry  & Judy,  who now l ive in
Tucson,  jo ined us at  an AZ dance and
they have obv ious ly  kept  the i r  danc ing
sk i l l s  up .

Need less  to  say ,  many  o f  us  w i l l  l i ke l y
go back to  Mesa again next  year ,  and
the reason for  wr i t ing th is  is  to  t ry  to
in terest  some of  you in  jo in ing us.

From Mesa,  we t rave l led to  pa lm
Spr ings  fo r  more  sw imming ,  go l f i ng ,
hiking, and shopping before going on to
Bakersf ie ld  for  the Bakersf ie ld  F iesta.

The F iesta was,  as a lways,  an
outs tanding square dance weekend
wi th  some 2577 people and 520 RVs
par t ic ipat ing.  The crowd was kept
dancing by ca l lers  Bob Baier ,  Mike
Kel logg,  Darry l  L ipscomb,  Mike
Seastrom, Gary Shoemake, and Bronc
Wise. The Rafter Rockers made a good
showing w i th the Henrys,
Nichoi /Fosters,  and Sandlers jo in ing 9
of the couples coming from Mesa.
Frank and Bettey again took on the
dut ies as wagonmaster,  and did a f ine
job of  get t ing us al l  s i tuated together
in a good location. A great t ime was
had by al l ,  and we encourage more of
you to put this event on your agenda
for next year.

to dancing,  the group
and somet imes

co l l ec t i ve l y )  f ound  many  o the r  ac t i v i t i es
and areas of  in terest  to  pursue.  Th is
inc luded h ik ing ( in  Lost  Dutchman State
Park, Usery Park, and South Mountain
Park) ,  go l f ing ( the resor t  where w e
stayed had both 9 and 18 hole courses) ,
swimming in  the two resor t  pools ,
v is i t ing downtown Phoenix  and
downtown Scot tsdale,  v is i t ing Frank
Lloyd Wr ight 's  "Tal ies in  West"  the
famous arch i tect 's  personal
and arch i tectura l  school  that
bui lding in the desert at age 7
the beaut i fu l  Boyce

res idence
he s tar ted
0 ,  v i s i t i n g
Thompson

Arboretum, v is i t ing the ghost  towns of
Go ld f i e ld  and  Tor t i l l a  F la t ,  and ,  o f
course,  shopping,  shopping,  and shopping
-  (you ' re  l ike ly  to  see some of  the lad ies
in long "broomstick" skir ts and fancy
new tee -sh i r t s ) .  W i th  a l l  o f  t h i s  ac t i v i t y
we had to maintain our strength by
samp l ing  the  loca l  cu i s ine .  Two
restaurants  that  come quick ly  to  mind
are the "Landmark" where, after you have
f in ished wi th  the sa lad bar ,  you have to
take your entree home in a doggie b.g;
and the Min ing Camp Restaurant  that
serves huge p la t ters  o f  food fami ly
style, and where one of our group is
suspected of eat ing one whole platter of
r ibs  by h imsel f  -  is  that  t rue Ron? But



NEW L IFET IME MEMBER

It was with great pleasure that we
honored Jean Jones with a Lif e
Membership to the Rafter Rockers.

Over the past 14 years, Jean and Tom
were extremely act ive members in the
club. They served as President and Vice
President besides serving on numerous
commitees and being Square Heads for a
number of years. They helped host the
annual  Rafter  Rocker 's  Yacht  Club Sai l .
The "sai lors"  would sai l  to Treasure
lsland Cove for a pot luck lunch and fun
on the bay.  This act iv i ty  lasted about
f ive years.

Besides owninE and opperat ing the
Dance Store,  Jean found the t ime to
make Barn Dresses and Patchwork
Skir ts.  Slre has made and donated two
skir ts  for  Circus Circus and one for  the
Si lent  Auct ion for  a number of  years.

we certa in ly appreciate a l l  the support
she has given to the c lub.

Thank you Jean

K ING C ITY  (Wes t  Coas t  Jamboree )

Well, the Rafter Rockers survived
another windy weekend in beaut i f  u l
downtown King City. The dancing was
great and so was the company. Kenny
and Gloria's "guard goose" kept watch
over a l l  of  us.  Glenn got  h is t i res a i red
up and Frank got  r id of  an " i tsy,  b i tsy
spider". We do have one complaint - our
designated "Tall Boy" did a great job
contro l l ing the ra in,  but  he forgot  to

pray about the wind. Oh, well,  we are a
hardy bunch and the breeze didn't keep
any of us from overeating at the
potluck. Thanks to the DePalmo's for
al lowing us to use their  pr ivate pat io
and to al l  of you who helped set up and
clean up.  Real ly  th ink Jerry and Joan
could have shared some of  t  he i r
beaut i fu l  garden f f  owers!  Oh, y€s,
Phyl l is  has been designated the
off icial "horsey doors" chairman of the
potlucks. I won't even mention that a
few of the female gender found t ime
to shopl l  We' l l  do i t  again next  year.

Bob and Judy

T reasu re r  Thank  You

Bob and I  want to thank al l  of  you for
your support and cooperation for the
past  three years.  We enjoyed serv ing
as Treasurer anu got to know so many
of  you.  I  must  admi t  tha t  i t  was  n ice
to come dance last  week wi thout
loading up the t runk.  Again,  thanks!

Judy Hogan

SILVER STATE F E ST IVA L

Of the numerous festivafs Anna May
and I  have a t tended.  the  1998 S i lver
State Festival (held in Reno on 4/
23-?6) ranks as one of the top 2 or 3.
The organ iza t ion ,  the  s  pec  ia  I
programs, and the cal l ing was
outstanding.  Can you imagine dancing
to Jerry Story and Bronc Wise doing a
fast fast moving duet and Johnny
Preston and Tony Oxendine having a
contest to see who could out do the
other. Even the Trail  ln dance and the
Sunday morning dance had the largest



crouds we've ever seen. In addit ion to a l l
of this, they conducted a one hour Team
Madness contest  in  which one c logging
club and 5 square dance clubs sang and
danced special humorous country
rout ines ( i t ' s  the f i rs t  t ime I  saw what
happens when a guy doesn't  put the seat
downl ! ) .  The winners got  $100.

The organizat ion for  th is  event  was
superb.  In  addi t ion to  the spec ia l ly  la id
wooden f loors ,  they had separate ha l ls
for  mainst ream, p lus,  A1,  A?- ,  round
dancing,  c logging,  and country .  Ken
Kenmi l le  and Jerry  Junck were the
featured ca l lers  for  those s t i l l  ab le  to
make the af ter  par ty .  The lucky l is t  o f
a t tendees  inc luded  the  Kenmi l l es ,  Boy les ,
Murphys,  Masons,  Mals t roms,  Goer ings,
Szekers,  and Symons.  ln  addi t ion the
Marshal ls  "o f  Grass Val ley"  and the Van
Straatens jo ined us for  th is  outs tanding
dance event.

Van Symons,  Wagonmaster

P A R T Y  N I G H T S

In March,  i t  was the "wear in '  o f  the
green" as we celebrated St. Patr ick's Day,
and then in  Apr i l  th ings took a b ig  turn
for the worst as everyone showed up
look ing l ike hobos.  As i t  turned out ,  the
"Hard T imes"  par ty  scheduled for  Apr i l
1Sth,  was rea l ly  hard t imes s ince we
were turned out of our school.  However,
not to be thwarted, we just moved the
party to the next week. A BIG THANKS to
squares 6 and 7 for  organiz ing the two
par ty  n ights ,  and of  course thanks to  a  l l
of you who provided goodies f  or the
occas ions.

RAFTER ROCKER
P R O  F I  L E  S

M E M B E R

Hey Gang, you're fal l ing down on the
job. After reading "Prof i les" on the
Symons, Bloods, and Murphys in the
last Hayloft ,  we thought we would be
get t ing lo ts  o f  inputs  f rom you g iv ing
your  own prof i le  sketches,  but  we
only  have one to  publ ish in  th is  issue.
We st i l l  th ink that  th is  is  a  good way
to get to know each other better -  SO
H O W  A B O U T  G I V I N G  U S  A N  I N P U T .

D O N  &  J E A N N E  W I L S O N
Don and Jeanne went  through the
Raf ter  Rocker  c lass of  i  980 and
jo ined  the  c lub  in  1981 .  Abou t  a  yea r
la ter  they s tar ted Honey Wol fson 's
A1/A? c lass and upon graduat ing
danced for  about  a  vear  wi th  the
Wheeler  Dealers  (Mike Degmet ich 's  A2
club), before joining Honey's Acey
Deuceys. They even tr ied their hand at
C1 wi th  B i l l  Dav is  but  found that
dancing three n ights  a  week (not
coun t ing  Hoedowns)  was  a  l i t t l e
much, especia l ly with the
concentrat ion required for  C1.

They have served the Rafter Rockers
as  Treasurer ,  Ac t iv i t ies  Cha i rman,
Histor ian (12 years) ,  Haylof t  (S
years), and Square Head, and the Acey
Deuceys as SCVSDA Delegates. ln
addit ion, Jeanne has made a number of
th ings for  the c lub including Rafter
Rocker aprons,  windsocks,  and
earr ings (  as gi f ts  for  outgoing
President ,  Si lent  Auct ion,  etc.)  and
the big Rafter Rocker f lag (actually a
complete re-make of  an exist ing f lag).



The Wilsons have three chi ldren (two
gi r ls  and one boy)  and four
grandchi ldren (three gir ls and one boy,
ages 6 to 1 0), and are fortunate enough
to see them fairly often.

In  addi t ion to  square dancing,  they
both greatly enjoy travel,  and have
been in  near ly  a l l  o f  the countr ies of
Western Europe, and have taken
cru ises to  the Carr ibean,  through the
Panama Canal ,  and to  A laska.  On the
domest ic  f ront ,  they have t rave led in
their motorhome through most of the
western s ta tes and western Canada.
They a lso have a cabin in  the Sier ras
(near  the town of  Arnold on Hwy 4) ,
that  they use for  cross country  sk i ing
in  the winter  and just  en joy ing the
mounta ins in  the summer.  Both l ike to
h ike,  and Don goes backpack ing
whenever he gets the chance.

Don ret ired from Lockheed in 1992
where he had been Director of Data
Systems Engineer ing.  S ince ret i rement
he has done vo lunteer  work he lp ing
bui ld  houses for  Habi ta t  for  Humani ty ,
and is  current ly  a  vo lunteer  f  or
Fr iends of  the Saratoga L ibrary .  Jeanne
also does some volunteer work, but her
real loves are working in her yard and
flower gardens, doing various crafts,
and making her  own greet ing and thank
you cards.

B A R N  D R E S S  F O R  S A L E

For  Sale:  One Raf ter  Rocker  Barn
Dress,  s ize medium (12 to  14) ,  pr ice
$50.  l f  in terested see Anna May
Symons.



RAFTER ROCKER SCHOOL-USAGE & EVENTS CALENDAR

May 6
M a y  1 3
M a y  2 0
M a y  ? 7

June  3
June 1 0
June  1  7

Pres iden t
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t
Sec re ta ry
Treasu  re  r
Haylof t /  H is tor ian
Membersh ip

/ L i a i s o n
H o s p i t a l i t y
P u b l i c i t y
C lass  L ia i son
S u p p l i e s
Par ty  Decorat ions

,'1, t I

Silent Auction

Cabr in i
Cabr in i

Raf te r  Rocker  Board

Glenn & Lenny Weber
Hugh & Jobie Berry
Bob Eggers & Marie Fowler
Robert & Ester Burton
Don & Jeanne Wilson
Don & Jean Arndt
Bi l l  & Beth Barnes
Fred & Carmen Rios
Anne and Richard Sandler

(This  could be You)
Kenny Nichols  & Glor ia  Foster
Wal t  Seebach & Caro l  S imcock

/
/ ' - . r , '  i , . ' : '  a ' :  |  , , , , ,  I  . ' 1 . -  ! . 1

3  5 6 - 6 1  1  3
867 -4860

?52-7  544/379-1124
? 2 5 -  3 1  1  5
252-3148
997 -3440

3  5  6 - 7 9 0 0
( 6 s 0 )  9 5 4 - 7 8 1  1

? 4 4 - 5 8 9 6

226-8145
2 6 7  - 1  4 2 4

Un ion
F i s h e r
F i s h e r
Union

Un ion
st. Francis
st .  Francis
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